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that he was unable to attend to any business. Early in March
the three years expired during which his son Giovanni's ap-
pointment as a cardinal was to be kept secret, and it was
publicly announced. He was formally invested with his new
rank in the Badia of Fiesole, and a grand banquet was given
at the Medici Palace in honour of the occasion; but Loienzo
was only able to be carried in on a litter to see the brilliant
company assembled to do honour to his son. Giovanni, now
sixteen, had forthwith to leave for Rome to take his seat
in the Sacred College; and on the i2th March he left Flor-
ence for the Papal city. Nine days later Lorenzo had him-
self carried to Careggi and prepared for his end, gathering
around him several of his closest friends, and making them
read to him portions of his favourite authors From his death-
bed he wrote to Giovanni a long letter of advice and fare-
well 55

This letter to his young son is a very remarkable one.
Striking as it is for its evidence of calm equanimity and
mental vigour unimpaired even by severe illness and ap-
proaching death, it is yet more so for the light it throws on
Lorenzo's character. For to a large extent it contradicts for-
cibly the view of him which a long succession of writers
resolutely biassed against him have made the prevailing
one. Not remarkable, perhaps, had it emanated from some
other source, it is so to us solely because of the false im-
pression of the man which has been given us.

Lorenzo died on the gth April 1492, at the age of forty-
three, at his villa of Careggi, that much-loved home of his
leisure hours, where Plato and Homer, Virgil and Horace had
been worshipped, and the Muses revered. His two closest
friends, Politian and Pico della Mirandola, were with him
to the last. As his end approached he sent for a priest, who
administered to him the last sacrament; he got out of bed
to receive it kneeling, but was too weak and had to lie down
again. He had already sent to ask Savonarola to come to
him; and it says much for Lorenzo that he should have de-